
The University of Washington is one of the world’s preeminent public universities with $1.351B in sponsored grants and contracts. Since 1972, we have 
received more federal research funding than any other U.S. public university. We are one of the few universities in the U.S. with total research funding 
over $1B -- a testament to the quality of our faculty. Our track record of collaborative research, coupled with strong individual research groups, has 
kept the UW globally competitive. Rankings by the Institute of Higher Education at China’s Shanghai Jiao Tong University place the UW at 14th among the 
world’s top universities. The National Taiwan University ranked the UW 6th overall (4th nationally) and 2nd in public universities worldwide for the quality 
and impact of research endeavors. U.S. News ranked UW 10th among world universities in the “Best Global Universities Rankings.”

•	$1,350,758,513 total sponsored grants and contracts

•	$1,035,012,267 in federal funding

•	$315,746,246 in non-federal funding

•	5,367 grants, including 186 grants over $1M

•	 In Academic Year 2016-2017, 5,621 unique students engaged in 
university-sponsored public service for 8,069 student-quarters, 
contributing to a total of 495,152 hours of public service to local, 
regional, and global communities. 

•	 In Academic Year 2016-2017, 8,411 unique students worked under 
the close guidance of UW faculty mentors for 12,594 student-
quarters, spending approximately 1,450,259 hours devoted to 
research.

•	 In Academic Year 2016-2017, 2,561 unique students completed 
university-affiliated internships for 4,137 student-quarters, spending 
approximately 417,163 hours at internship sites.

•	 In Academic Year 2016-2017, 2,661 graduate students were 
supported on research grants and contracts, including 173 NSF 
graduate fellows and 477 graduate students on training grants. In 
addition, 1,227 post-doctoral fellows were supported by UW grants 
and contracts. 

•	Sponsored projects supported 5,583 full-time equivalent employees 
during FY18. Based on economic multipliers provided by the 
Washington State Higher Education Coordinating Board, UW 
research funding generated about 24,500 jobs statewide. 

•	Albert Lasker Medical Research Awards: 6 recipients 

•	American Academy of Arts and Sciences: 94 members 

•	American Association for the Advancement of Science: 183 fellows

•	Gairdner International Awards: 11 recipients

•	MacArthur Fellows: 17 recipients 

•	National Academy of Engineering: 30 members 

•	National Academy of Medicine: 63 members

•	National Academy of Public Administration: 2 recipients 

•	National Academy of Sciences: 82 members

•	National Medal of Science: 6 recipients

•	The Shaw Prize: 2 recipients

Since 1989, seven UW faculty members have won Nobel Prizes. Since 
1990, five have won Nobel Prizes in medicine, more than any other 
institution during that time period. 

•	Hans Dehmelt, Professor Emeritus in Physics, 1989 Nobel Prize in 
Physics for research on immobilizing single subatomic particles

•	E. Donnall Thomas, Professor Emeritus in Medicine, 1990 Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine for research on bone marrow transplantation, 
done primarily at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

•	Edwin Krebs and Edmond Fischer, Professors Emeriti in Biochemistry 
and Pharmacology, 1992 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for 
discovery of reversible protein phosphorylation 

•	Leland Hartwell, Professor of Genome Sciences and Adjunct Professor 
of Medicine, 2001 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for discoveries 
of key regulators of the cell cycle

•	Linda Buck, Professor of Microbiology and Psychology, Affiliate 
Professor of Physiology and Biophysics, 2004 Nobel Prize in Physiology 
or Medicine for discoveries of odorant receptors and the organization 
of the olfactory system

•	David Thouless, Professor Emeritus in Physics, 2016 Nobel Prize in 
Physics for exploring exotic states of matter

•	$4.25M for five years from the Simons Foundation to create the 
Ocean Atlas, a data portal for dynamically retrieving, integrating, 
and visualizing ocean data sets of vastly different dimensions and 
resolutions. PI: E. Virginia Armbrust.

•	$6.4M for three years from DARPA to develop new ways to store digital 
information in DNA in an ultra-dense way (imagine data that would fill a 
whole data center fitting in the size of a sugar cube). This would enable 
information processing like image and video search directly in DNA 
form, i.e., no need to convert information from DNA to electronic to do 
an information search. PI: Luis H. Ceze. 
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